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Fil Eug of che des.
rae daads ihat e

did,

W oas in New Mraxioo,
iong. iong gz

Whan a man'y enly chance
was klrowndd"

Fambilin' Ralph, cha “warkds
okl ving ooarboy,” slngs
thit Woody Guthrie ballsd as
B plucks sic & une oo his
sunchiarp and spins & ke of
daysspenc riing slongside
the saie’s lsgendary autlsw.

Hi's quick o eedl bis
audlenoes che sang 18
diskngeraous; cheire was &
whiok other side vo his Collow
cowbaowy, s friend, whom faw
really bneee or und ersooad.

Just gs thers wasa whale
ocher ke vo the iroubedour’s
Eker oo, Ralph Estas, whis
spenn most of his Wieasan
B COUNLEDE, busingss
prediessar, st and socikil
mCivis.

Esmes mhiay b hatver Imosm
arcaind these pares &3 Ramblin®
Belphi, Wb psi 00 FI0S @5 Pt
of thi Mew 1o Hurma i |es
Councils Chautauqus

rams, which e designed
Eu%ug history w 1ile. :

When channsling the
by, Eses 15 Tultilling his
dresimi 1o sing play music, el
tales and entartain Iv's & dar
cry from tesching business,
balsmeritg beckin o Mahilng
Injumioe in Washingron, L
And b's just where the 72-
ear-old Fsres wanes oo ba.

“Ha dldo's wame oo do whet
hie s dolnig snymere. Hi, by
@olly, wanoed oosing. So he
meade & complete lsne change
o di somel i @l ays
dresmad of dalng, ™ savs
Meariha Buck, Eses™ wilsof 21
TS,

Esvas, who hes lved wich
Buck Tor the past coupla of
years in g Courrades bame with
speniaular views of thi
Sandia Mounelng, remsmbers
thi I.I.rn-.:l:nnﬂ:.g ML

Hlt heed it s 6 business
prodessar an the Amarken
Unbvershiy in Washingion and
was warking on oorporEs
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TRUE

CALLING

Retired professor realized one day
he was meant to be a performer

refomm through the Camier for
thia & dvanesment of Publlo
Palicy when b and his wife
Joined rwoothier couples for
dinnir.

Ona af the gue A brought
o & guiter, and the group
spent much of the ovenlng
sin iradiilonal Tolksongs.
In:ﬁ.ﬂi:g “Wou Are My w
Smshin”

“I reallzed driving home thec
nighe, ¥Cae I really enjoved
dolng that, mora chan snyihing
@lss. Singlng wkh friends" It
Wil an eplphany, " ha savs.

5000 arerward he hired @
voloa coach, and in his lace s
b e BN. PUCELEING & CAT T L0
music.

In the background

Digespdia spendingg most of his
Lt trervaling along cha pachs
of business. educachn @nd
s el eribvism, Estes savs
musk: alweys hashed &
special place In his hearc

ve always surroundsd
mysadl wkhmuske,” hie seys.
‘s alwyeys bean a dove af
mire. Teouldot play, snd 1
oouln®t siog, but Imade up
fior bt with annhusiasm ™

Growing up In chs BLLS of
Fenmoky. be Ternem bars
lismndng oo cha Crand Ol
Opry on @ smal, berery-

red redlo, ToMIng &wire
0 his b Tor homer
recepilon.

Ha ramambens buying a
record plavar wih his Alr
Force paycheck snd haullng
with him when he was
stationied In Japan.

Afver moving to Texas oo
hisd the business depearcmsne
& ehe Unlversky of Tooess i
Aritngron, he realls baing
Inspired by councry singar
Immle Dk Gimoreand
enthralled by music's
Influenos inthi: Lona Star
Staki

“It's the best placs Lo the
srates, oF mikyhe on Earch for
muslc” ssvs Emas, wha,
durlng his scioe in Texas, also
served as presidant of tha
Tewss Civil Libservies Unlon
ard A ooumsmes for the
Fub o Tooer e,

“Every chme ther s weas a
mesting of Seme cy s,

somaong hed & gultar snd we
wirs Always singing." hi
SRV

Esres also recalls buying a
classical gultar whh 55H
Grae Sismps In For Worth
and irying unsuocessiully o
tagech himsalf co pley.

Exes savs he bought an
succherp from & frisnd and
msked the friend 1o cesch bim
o play it & couple of vears
Leter.

“Ha 1old ma, "Youl taka your
thumb and you scrom i clll ic
bilisads, ered chin you kesp an
strumming uncil the blesding

seops” " Estas says.

Packed away

Whiahi b moved 1o
Washingion, he packsd upthe
Lres tru s,

“For 15 years, thoy siwyed in
thizlr cases. They didnt do
musk: in Washingron. Thay
Ustarsed to music. But thiy
didn't “do” music. [rwas sosad.
[ coaddn't resooress thie T s
51

Ciuring thac time, Estes savs,
hie wes dedicabed o
profession &l eorivism. The
business professar worksd
with sccdal acrivist Balph
Meder, testitiked on Capdocd HIL
and wrane hisiks, such s “Who
Prys? Who Profhis:,”

“00 rpa e Soc sl A councing™
and “foc orniing end Soclecy.”
Hi refers oo thar cime & s
dark perid — & kst

muskcelly.

“I wesn happy. 1fah Hka an
Leevpes sy T Eede Lk I woasn
mxcomplishing much.”

Creating a character

Afver that musical dinner
with frikends, Eqes Tound &
volod ceschier wha bocame &
medlor G inspdracion. Ha
beame: friends with people in
thia musiz business, ha
with baokin g5 and oo casionslly
WS Eskod m el in e
pertiormeancss. Ha par 1o geihes
& 5000 B0 BOOLE & 008 hoy barn
Lni 1550 who want “up cha crall”
with seversl oowrherds and
miet Wy ekt Earp, Calamicy
Jana, Wild Bl Hickak and
many oiher Tamaus
Wexumers

That cowhoy wes FRemblin'
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Rambdin' Ralph, Blly the Kld's sldeklck, B Ralph Esbes’ porsong
In & program he developed o schools and senlor carbens.

Fatned business prokssar Ralph Evbes saye muslc abways has
hald o speclul placs In bk haart.

Ralph, whi bezsme BUlly dis
Eid's sldokizk in cha shoas
Emas developsad for the
Chauaugua pragram.

That puq'lrng'rﬁmﬁrnclum
prasentars dressed as
hiserial Mgures Thay™ve
brought © educacionsl
perictmeances voschools,
5201 LOT CRAIR s, MR gs and
aiher venus, aocording 1o
tha New Mexioo Humenlckes
Council.

Esies
Ralph sbout encs: & monch
acrass the xace, ncluding n

riorms &5 Ramblin®

Lincoln, whira b has sherad
thia snory of how he end Bty
found themssves in the
mikdla af char couniy's
DT U ond.

Haw that be's living hls
driam, B ancourages
cihirs 1o pursue cheirs.

“Whetn you I1un|]5.'n-nr 2114
on Thek sisgs, 0 tronc of &l
thiess ochars who are waking
1] o0 the Eege afier you,
voull reatiss thay aren't
walcing for you oo fall oo your
r:m.'l.'shal,' Wani 0o Sed Yau
FAT T



